THE EMPIRICAL PROOFS           209
harmonious-equipotential systems for organs or animals of this type ; they are " equipotential," because all their elements (cells) quite evidently must possess the same morphogenetic " potency," otherwise the experimental result would be impossible ; and their elements work "harmoniously" together in each single experimental case. It is only on the basis of their equipotentiality and of their harmonious working that the experimental results can be what they are.
Among embryonic organs the cleavage stages and the so-called germ-layers, for instance, are har-monious-equipotential systems: take from the blastula of a sea-urchin whatever you like (but not more than three-quarters) and the rest will always develop into a very small ~but complete " Pluteus."
Whole adult animals prove to be of the harmonious-equipotential type in many cases of restitution (regeneration), i.e. when they restore their form after violations. The branchial apparatus of the Ascidian Clavellina, for instance, is able to give rise to a complete little organism by a mere rearrangement of its material without the formation of new cells, and so in any part of this apparatus, cut it how you will.
So much for the facts, which are very various and numerous.
If now we turn to the theoretical analysis of the facts, it might seem at the first glance as if no further discussion were required: whenever an organism or part of an organism, adult or embryonic, is an harmonious-equipotential system, a homogeneous distribution of possibilities (i.e. cells which all have